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ATTENTION ALL EDITORS: DUE TO SOME ERRORS IN THE CONVERSION 
FROM THE ANGLO-SAXON TO THE METRIC SYSTEMS, THIS REPORT IS 
BEING RE-RUN SHOWING THE CORRECT FIGURES. PLEASE DESTROY ALL 
COPIES OF THE REPORT AS RUN THIS A.M. 
FEWER COWS, MORE MILK 

ANNCR?: 

A MAJOR TREND IN AMERICAN AGRICULTURE OVER THE YEARS HAS 
BEEN TOWARD GREATER EFFICIENCY ~-- FEWER PEOPLE WORKING ON 
FARMS, BUT PRODUCING INCREASING AMOUNTS OF FOOD TO FEED A 
GROWING POPULATION, NOl, AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST ROD TURNBULL 
REPORTS FROM KANSAS CITY THAT IT IS NOT ONLY HUMAN BEINGS ON 
THE FARM THAT ARE MORE EFFICIENT. 
VOICE: 

ONE OF THE DRAMATIC DEMONSTRATIONS OF IMPROVED EFFICIENCY 
ON FARMS COMES IN THE DECLINING NUMBER OF DAIRY CATTLE THAT 
ARE NOW NEEDED TO SUPPLY MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS FOR ALL THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. IN THE LAST TWENTY FIVE YEARS, THE UMBER 
OF DAIRY CO'MS HAS BEEI! CUT ALFIOST IN HALF. YET, TOTAL MILK 
PRODUCTION IS NOT FAR BELO" \'HAT IT WAS AT THAT TIIME. THE 
REASON, OF COURSE, IS THAT ON THE AVERAGE, COIS NO! GIVE 
ABOUT TIYTICE AS HUCH IIILK AS COIS DID TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, 
THIS IMPROVED PRODUCTION CONES FROM THE BREEDING OF HIGHER- 
PRODUCING COWS, BETTER FEED AND SETTER METHODS OF HANDLING 
THE HERD. 

U.S. DEPARTHEI!T OF AGRICULTURE FIGURES TELL THE STORY 
ON THE IMPROVEIIEMNT IN AMERICA'S DAIRY HERDS. FIFTEEN YEARS 
AGO, THE AVERAGE PRODUCTION OF MILK PER CO!! WAS THREE 
THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED KILOGRAIIS A YEAR. LAST YEAR, THE 


AVERAGE \IAS OVER FOUR THOUS/ID SEVEN HUNDRED KILOGRAMS, THESE 
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FIGURES ARE AVERAGES FOR ALL MILK CO\/S -~ NOT JUST THOSE 
CONSIDERED THE BEST. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS A SYSTEM UNDER WHICH DAIRY FARMERS, 
IF THEY CHOOSE, CAN ENTER THEIR HERDS INTO WHAT ARE CALLED 
DAIRY HERD IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIONS. IN THESE ASSOCIATIONS, 
THE AMOUNT OF MILK PRODUCED BY EACH COl! EVERY DAY IS RECORDED 
AND THE RECORDS ARE KEPT ON EACH CO!! FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR -- 
NOT ONLY ON THE AMOUNT OF MILK GIVEt!, BUT ON THE FEED REQUIRED. 
A FIELD MAN WORKING FOR THE ASSOCIATION VISITS EACH FARM IN 
THE ASSOCIATION REGULARLY TO CHECK ON THE MEASUREMENTS TO SEE 
THAT THEY ARE ACCURATE AND TO HELP THE FARMERS KEEP THE RECORDS 
REQUIRED, THESE RECORDS TELL THE DAIRY FARNER WHICH COWS ARE 
GIVING THE MOST MILK, AND, OF COURSE, THOSE THAT ARE GIVING 
THE LEAST, THE FARMER, NATURALLY, GETS RID OF THE LOW 
PRODUCING COWS, WHILE KEEPING THE BETTER ONES AND BREEDING THEM 
TO BULLS WHICH COME FROM CO!S WHICH HAVE HIGH PRODUCING RECORDS. 
THE RECORDS ALSO HELP THE FARMER TO DETERMINE JUST WHAT FEEDS 
HELP THE COWS PRODUCE THE MOST MILK AT THE LEAST COST. IN 
FACT, THE ENTIRE EFFORT IS DESIGNED TO GET THE MOST MILK 
POSSIBLE AT THE LEAST POSSIBLE COST, WHICH RESULTS, OF COURSE, 
IN HIGHER PROFITS, 

BY FOLLOWING THIS PROCEDURE YEAR AFTER YEAR, THE DAIRYMEN 
Iii THESE ASSOCIATIONS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE BIG BOOSTS IN 
THEIR ANNUAL PRODUCTION PER CO!!, THEY ALSO HAVE PROVIDED 
BREEDING STOCK OF HIGH PRODUCING COWS FOR OTHER FARMERS. 
ONLY ABOUT ONE=FIFTH OF ALL AMERICAN DAIRY FARMERS BELONG TO 
THESE RECORD KEEPING ASSOCIATIONS. IT IS NOTABLE THAT IN THE 
ASSOCIATIONS, AVERAGE MILK PRODUCTION PER COl NOW IS UP TO 
AROUND SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED KILOGRAMS A YEAR COMPARED TO THE 
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FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY KILOGRAMS, WHICH IS THE AVERAGE 
FOR ALL MILK COWS IN THE COUNTRY. THE CHAMPION MILK PRODUCING 
COW IN AMERICA CURRENTLY IS A HOLSTEIN COl! NAMED ELLEN ON AN 
INDIANA FARM. LAST YEAR, THIS ONE CO! PRODUCED AN ALMOST 
INCREDIBLE TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX 
KILOGRAMS OF MILK, THAT'S IN TWICE A DAY MILKINGS FOR 

THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY=FIVE DAYS, AND WOULD BE THE 

EQUIVALENT OF TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR GLASSES OF MILK 

EVERY DAY. THIS, OF COURSE, IS AN EXCEPTIONAL RECORD. 

ONLY EIGHT YEARS AGO, THE BEST HOLSTEIN COW IN AMERICA 
PRODUCED ABOUT ONE FIFTH LESS, AND THAT WAS THOUGHT TO 

BE EXCEPTIONAL AT THAT TINE. 

NOW AHERICAH DAIRYMEN ARE WONDERING JUST WHAT IS THE 
LIMIT ON PRODUCTION FOR A COW. THERE MUST BE A LIMIT SOME 
WHERE BUT THUS FAR, PERIODICALLY, A NEW RECORD HAS BEEN SET. 
BUT MORE IMPORTANT IS THE FACT THAT THE ANNUAL AVERAGE 
PRODUCTION PER COW HAS INCREASED ALL ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, 
WHICH MEANS PLENTY OF MILK FOR THE PEOPLE WITH FEWER COWS 
AND BETTER PROFIT FOR THE FARMER, 

=0- 


GH/PY 


